[Plasma erythropoietin levels in kidney transplant patients with impaired function of the renal graft].
In 81 patients with failing kidney transplant, plasma levels of erythropoietin, iron, ferritin and TIBC were assessed. Progression of failure of the excretory function of the kidney transplant was accompanied by decreasing Hb and Ht values but increasing plasma levels of erythropoietin. In all examined patients presence of iron deficiency could be excluded. Results obtained in this study suggest that relative erythropoietin deficiency is the major cause of anaemia in patient with a failing kidney transplant.